COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH GROUP 
MEETS 


COG will be having its first 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 2from 
noon to 1 p.m. in room C 101 on 
Haverhill campus. 

COG focuses on offering com- 
munity services and aiding local 
non-profits. 

Free pizza will be provided. 


CONTEMPORARY 
AFFAIRS CLUB HAS 


FIRST MEETING 


Contemporary Affairs Club 
will be having its first meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 4 from noon to 
1 p.m. in room C114 on Haverhill 
campus. 

Contemporary affiars discuss- 
es current political and social is- 
sues in a lecture and debate for- 
mat. 

Free pizza will be provided. 


SCAM EMAIL 
REMINDER FOR 
STUDENTS AND 
STAFF 


Information Technology Ser- 
vices sent out an email to students 
and staff reminding NECC will 
never request a username and 
password to open an email. Any 
emails requesting this informa- 
tion are likely spam, and NECC 
students and staff should not en- 
ter their information. 


LAWRENCE 
TUTORING CENTER 
OPEN HOUSE 


The tutoring center on Law- 
rence campus has been expand- 
ed and will be holding an open 
house on Tuesdaym Feb. 3 from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m in L200. 

There will be tutors present 
to speak to as well as snacks and 
freebies, including a free raffle 
for a $25 bookstore gift card. 


THe NECC 
OBSERVER IS 


HIRING 


The NECC Observer is look- 
ing to hire a staff writer. 

To be eligible, students must 
have taken or be currently taking 
Journalism 1. 

Students interested in apply- 
ing should contact faculty advi- 
sor Mary Jo Shafer at mshafer@ 
necc.mass.edu with a sample of 
writing for review. 


Student Engagement greets NECC 


mS SS 


Conmunity College 


Werner 


: Photo by Faith Gregory 
Student Engagement members gathered in the hallway of Spurk Building on Haverhill campus and gave out 


information on how Student Engagement could help students become acclaimated to NECC and join the community. 


NECC internships open doors 


NECCS internship 
program provides 


opportunies 
By SHAINA RICHARDS 
Correspondent 

The internship program at 
NECC recently started up again 
this semester for Communica- 
tions, Business, and CIS majors. 

Sarah McCarthy, Chris 
Bowden and Brian Hough started 
as interns at HC Media, the local 
public access studio in Haverhill 
and were able to become perma- 
nent employees. 

Internships open up opportu- 
nities for future employment by 
building up students’ resumes 
and providing students with im- 
portant contacts and experience 
in their desired field of work. 

McCarthy, who has been work- 
ing at HC Media for 2 years, was 
one of the first students to do an 
internship at HC Media through 
NECC. She had been attending 
college at NEIA in Boston, but 
when it became too expensive, 


she came to NECC. 

McCarthy had a background 
in film, so she decided to take 
both the TV Production and Vid- 
eo Production classes offered 
through NECC. She started vol- 
unteering at HC Media in 2012 
and became an intern in 2013. 

As a volunteer, McCarthy 
worked more on the shoot. As an 
intern, she worked more “behind 
the scenes” by helping to also 
prepare for the shoot. 

“Volunteer work was more 
relaxed, putting in the effort you 
wanted to put in. As an intern, 
there was more emphasis on do- 
ing things in a timely manner,” 
McCarthy said. 

McCarthy ended up not get- 
ting the three credits for taking 
the internship class, because after 
only three months as an intern, 
she was hired as a production 
coordinator at HC Media. She is 
currently content with how things 
worked out. 

“I’m good here. HC Media is 
really growing, and I'd like to see 
where they go,” said McCarthy. 


Chris Bowden, age 30, will 
have been employed at HC Media 
for 4 years this September. He 
also started as an intern and had 
taken the TV Production course 
through NECC. 

“At that particular time in 
my life, I had no real direction 
and was struggling to find a ca- 
reer path. Not long after being 
in the class, I realized that video 
production and technology was 
something that I was passion- 
ate about, and I desired to know 
more,” said Bowden. 

After becoming a member at 
HC Media and becoming “accli- 
mated with the video production 
process,” Bowden volunteered 
for any and every shoot. Soon af- 
ter, he was offered an internship 
as the videographer for the city 
government meetings. 

“Being an intern and full-time 
staff member, I have gained an 
immense amount of knowledge 
that has helped me build my ca- 
reer as a videographer, producer 
and editor. I can safely say that 
HC Media has equipped me with 


the tools and know-how of video 
production that I otherwise would 
not have been able to acquire 
without expensive education and 
years of training. I greatly ben- 
efited and grew as an individual 
from hands-on training and by 
working side-by-side with the 
amazing HC Media staff and oth- 
er volunteers,” said Bowden. 

Brian Hough, age 21, started 
video production classes during 
his junior and senior years in high 
school. 

“J fell in love with video pro- 
duction, particularly editing, in a 
whole new way,” said Hough. 

As a Haverhill resident, Hough 
knew HC Media was a great lo- 
cal station where he could learn 
more. He spent three years as a 
member and interned during the 
summer at HC Media. 

Bough said, “HC Media was 
also my first real step into a pro- 
fessional working environment. 
That’s where I really learned 
a lot of my time management 
skills, something that has come in 
handy.” 


NECC tries to reboot track and field 


Spring sports are 
starting, including 
a hopeful track and 
field team 


By NicHoLas MAzzone 


Correspondent 
This spring the NECC track 
and field team is getting ready to 
try to rise up and become a na- 
tional contender once again. 
NECC’s track and field team 


was once was a powerhouse in 
the NJCAA, earning three NJ- 
CAA division national titles. The 
Athletic Department is looking 
for students to join the team. 

The department is looking for 
full-time students who have the 
will and drive to compete on the 
field. 

Students do not need any prior 
experience to join. 

Shana Blaney is a NECC 
alumna who competed in track 
and field in 2009 with no pri- 


or experience. Blaney ended up 
making it to podium many times 
during her time on the NECC 
team. 

She also received many 
awards, a spot on the NJCAA 
DIII All-American team as a shot 
putter, and three NJCAA District 
Championships. She broke many 
NECC school records. Blaney 
still holds the record for longest 
throw in shot put (3674 %) and 
discus (111°7”) for women to this 
day. 


NECC’s track and field team 
competes against some of the 
most prestigious programs in the 
country. They compete against 
four year schools such a UMass 
Lowell, MIT and Tufts Universi- 


When competing against four 
year schools, students have a 
chance to be recruited and may 
be able to earn a scholarship. 


Continued on backpage 
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That was, frankly, an unacceptable 
amount of snow and we expect an apology 


By which we mean 
we re sorry we 
missed our release 
date last week 


It’s been snowing a lot lately. 
More than anyone here at the Ob- 
server had planned for. Among 
the effects of that snow was that 
our production night -- usually 
the Monday before the issue’s 
release on Wednesday -- was 
cancelled. It also meant that, for 
the week prior, our reporters had 
struggled to contact their sources 
and keep their meetings. 

And while at least one of 
our staff members made it clear 
she’d risk her life in making the 
dangerous journey to the school 
in the middle of a snowstorm, 
the NECC BLUE alerts made it 
clear that if she were to do so, she 
wouldn’t have been let in. 

(Also, we usually order food 
on production nights and it would 
have been pretty awful of us to 
make a delivery driver come 
out in that weather. Speaking of 
which: the Lawrence Editor po- 
sition is open, and the job comes 


with bi-weekly free meals!) 

This storm has been a bit of an 
ordeal for everyone at NECC in 
some way or another. The scale 
of inconvenience varies, but at 
the very least everyone missed a 
whole lot of class days in the past 
couple weeks. We’re glad, how- 
ever, that we haven’t received 
any reports of students being seri- 
ously injured or killed as a result 
of the storm. 


Organizational 
paradigms in student 
Journalism 


The NECC Observer oper- 
ates in two modes: we’re a news 
organization, doing our best to 
provide that service to the NECC 
community, and we’re also an ed- 
ucational experience for NECC 
journalism students. 

It’s possible to interpret that 
relationship as meaning we 
shouldn’t, or don’t have to, take 
this job very seriously -- after all, 
in some sense, it’s basically just 
a class. 

The Observer’s current edi- 
torial staff sees that relationship 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


The Spurk building of the Haverhill campus on Thursday, Feb. 5. 


differently: failures like this one, 
the failure to put out an issue on 
time because we couldn’t be in 
the building on a snow day, rep- 
resent both a pre-existing over- 
sight (the lack of an official Ob- 
server policy on snow days) and 
-- although we’re aware of what a 


collosal cliché this is -- a learning 
opportunity. 

Everyone on staff has in the 
past two weeks had a visceral les- 
son in the importance of meeting 
deadlines and maintaining lines 
of communication. It has been a 
vivid illustration of what happens 


when you plan on everything 
going right, and something goes 
wrong. 

We regret having made these 
mistakes in the first place, but 
no one on the Observer staff this 
semester is going to make them 
easily in the future. 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


ary 


Room C- 


Spurk building, 


100 Elliott St. Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 978.556.3633 
Adviser 978.556.3397 


Advertising 978.556.3397 
observer(@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, 
condense and refuse all submissions. 


Spring 2015 Observer Staff 


Epiror-tn-CHIEF * 
FeaTurREs Epiror : 
Opinion Epiror : 
News Epiror : 
LAWRENCE Epiror : 


Arts & 


ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR : 
Sports Eprror : 

STAFF WRITER : 

Copy Epiror : 

Wes Epiror : 
CIRCULATION : 

FAcuLty ADVISER : 


Faith Gregory 
Rebecca Westerman 
Ashlee Ferrante 
Chad Gorham 
NOW HIRING 


Kim Whiting 
Mike Alongi 
Christina Hillner 
Thomas Shamma 
Danielle Coppola 
Chad Gorham 
Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 


Issue Publication Date 
#3 Feb. 25 
#4 March 4 
#5 March 25 
#6 April 8 
#7 April 29 
#8 May 6 


Ad/Copy Deadline 


Feb. 18 
Feb. 25 
March 18 
April 1 
April 22 
April 29 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in fhe subject line so we notice it 


right 


aw ay. 


Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 


We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member 


College Media Advertisers Inc., 


of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
the Colombia Scholastic Press 


sociation, and the New England Press Association 


What did you do 
during the snowstorm? 


“I slept until 3 p.m. on the first day, and 


then | wworked.” 


GEEHAE Moon 
Theater Major 


“I cried and shoveled.” 


CAITLIN KENNEDY 
Theater Major 


“I babysat my siblings.” 


ARI CRAWFORD 
Theater Major 


“I snuggled with my dog and watched 
cheesy John Hughes movies.” 
KELLY SCHWING 


Liberal Arts Major 


“I prepared my trip to Cape Cod to 
KCACTE” 
SARAH Birp 
Theater Major 


“I am the shoveling goddess of 


Groveland.” 


Katie Formosti 
Liberal Arts Major 
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Opinion 


Is Clavin Kleins new model really plus size, or 
are American beauty standards warped? 


By ASHLEE Rosr FERRANTE 
Opinion Editior 
When I hear the term “plus 
size,” I think of a confident wom- 
en who shows off a body with a 
few more curves then the average 
women. 
According to Calvin Klein, a 
“plus size” model is anything but 
that. 


die for, so to see that she is not la- 
beled as just a regular sized mod- 
el makes me sick. 

Not only do many people dis- 
agree with Klein’s decision to 
mark Dalbesio as a plus size, she 
herself has spoken out and said, 
“I call myself plus size, but I 
know I’m not.” 

I took it to social media to get 


I remember watching America’s next top model and 
their plus size models were not what I’d imagine to be 
plus size. 


- Virginia D’Olimpio 


93 


Myla Dalbesio is Calvin 
Klein’s new cover girl, except 
unlike all of the other models, 
she is a part of their new plus size 
campaign. 

There has been controversy 
regarding Klein’s new model be- 
cause according to them, a plus 
size women is a slender women 
with clearly visible collar bones 
who is a size 10. 

When I first saw a picture of 
Dalbesio, I was shocked to see 
that she was considered a plus 
size model. This women has a 
figure that many women would 


NECC students dress 


women’s opinion on this hot top- 
ic. 

“How is she plus sized? My 
little sister is bigger than her. This 
just makes me feel like big girls 
aren’t appreciated,” said Emily 
Dume. 

“T remember watching Amer- 
ica’s next top model and their 
plus size models were not what 
I'd imagine to be plus size,” said 
Virginia D’Olimpio. 

“It was nuts, Then again 
though, they probably have this 
shot all photo shopped and a 
bunch that you don’t.see any im- 


for success 


A good morning 


“T feel like I have to overcompensate 


perfections. But still. I wouldn’t 
say plus size at all.” 

“It’s stuff like this that makes 
it difficult to be a woman in our 
society, it’s absolutely disgust- 
ing,” said Mellissa Palino. 

“T don’t think that she should 
be considered plus sized. There 
is absolutely nothing wrong with 
having a curvy body but in this 
case she does not. To me this ru- 
ins women’s self-esteem and cre- 
ates an unreal expectation of what 
we’ re supposed to look like,” said 
Lauren Inglese. 

“Maybe I’m the only one but I 
wish I looked like her, I think she 
looks awesome so yes, and this 
ruins self-esteem,” said Danielle 
Stella. 

“That woman is not plus size. 
And if it is there is something se- 
riously wrong with this country’s 
perception,” said Rachel Banks. 

I consider myself plus size. 
I’m a size 20, and for someone 
who is 10 sizes below me to be 
considered plus sized makes me 
absolutely sick. 

“How about she is considered 
healthy sized,” said Erin Carr. 

I was raised to believe that 
beauty is in the eye of the behold- 
er, but when it comes down to it 
if | was to go on a date or go fora 
job interview, and 


the women I’m competing against 
is a skinny women, I know who 
they are going to choose. 

It gets me so upset, because 
this is what society believes is 


now.com, Munster said, “It’s hard 
enough to break into my industry 
when you’re my height and my- 
size, but adding the tattoos on top 
of it-- there’s not many clients 


It’s stuff like this that makes it difficult to be a woman 


in our society, it’s absolutely disgusting. 


- Mellissa Palino 


rca 


“beautiful.” Thousands of plus 
size women can rock it better 
than any model out there; it all 
comes down to confidence. 

There is another model that 
has made recent news lately, and 
she made history. Her name is 
Tess Munster, she also goes by 
Tess Holiday, and she is 5’°5 and 
is a size 22. 

She’s been a top model for 
Italian Vogue, but she has now 
made history by being signed un- 
der Milk Model Management, a 
U.K. based modeling agency, and 
she has given the fashion industry 
a big slap in the face to show that 
even a plus size women can still 
be beautiful. 

In an interview with hereand- 


that will hire you if you have Miss 
Piggy tattooed on your arm.” 

Growing up in the rural south, 
Holliday was bullied for her body 
type and modeling dreams. 

But now, she’s turned the ta- 
bles, using her curvy, inked-up 
body as a platform to ignite a 
conversation about body accep- 
tance through her social media 
movement #EffYourBeautyStan- 
dards. 

Society needs to have a wake- 
up call and see that both Dalbesio 
and Munster and every other 
woman in the world is incredibly 
beautiful, whether they be size 10 
or size 22. 


WHY TRANSFER TO 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


routine can help students 
be dressed and ready 


By KELLy ScHwinG 
Correspondent 

Some NECC students look like they’ ve 
stepped out of a magazine, some look like 
they’ ve rolled out of bed and some look like 
they’ve found a happy medium. There’s no 
question, though, that every student needs 


a a a as 


You’re never fully dressed without a 


smile! 


- Arianna Crawford 


SS 


a piece or two in their wardrobe—comfy or 
couture—that they can grab and go out the 
door. 

Coordinator of the academic advising 
center, Stephanie Wares, is a mother of 
two, Skylar, 11, and Eliot, 5. She works 
full-time as an academic advisor on the 
Haverhill campus and is also the communi- 
ty referral person. 

Wares said, “I can usually get myself 
ready in about 30 minutes, but I always try 
to shove something extra into the routine 
that almost always makes me late.” 

Her go-to piece when this happens: is 
jeans, sneakers and a NECC sweatshirt. 
Wares admits to being mistaken as a stu- 
dent on a regular basis because of her petite 
frame and young face. 


for my height and perceived youngness by 
upping my heels and makeup on certain 
days,” said Wares. 

Lineth Garcia, first-year early childhood 
education major, said that the only window 
of opportunity she has to get herself ready 
in the morning is when her two boys are 
eating. 

“IT wake up at 6 every morning, make 
breakfast, wake up my sons, get them 
ready. While they enjoy breakfast I’m get- 
ting showered as 
quick as I can, try- 
ing to get ready for 
school.” 

Garcia said she 
has about half an 
hour to get her- 
self together. On 
days she doesn’t 
have the energy to 
coordinate a mas- 
terpiece outfit, her secret is throwing on a 
jacket and a nice scarf. 

Arianna Crawford, first-year theater 
major, commutes from her home in Salem, 
N.H. to campus and then to Wilmington, 
Mass. to teach karate. 

Staying busy has helped Crawford mas- 
ter a ten-minute morning routine. 

“T shower and lay my clothes out the 
night before so in the morning I can get 
dressed, brush my hair and my teeth and 
head out.” 

She said her animal-friendly pleather 
jacket, black high-heeled boots and scally 
cap never fail to make her feel unstoppa- 
ble. Her advice, “find something that makes 
you smile; you’re never fully dressed with- 
out a smile!” 


Just 2% hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is 

a student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 


Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 
health sciences, nursing and 
communications. And we’re 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www.quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 


TRANSFER 
INFO SESSION 


March 5, 2015 
March 12, 2015 


Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer Marchites aes 
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Snow build-up causes parking problems 


Safe driving is - 
important when 
dealing with icy lots 


By Cuap GorHAM 


News Editor 

With record snow falls in the 
past week, both NECC campus- 
es have been buried in a few feet 
of snow, leaving the parking lots, 
road and walkways around cam- 
pus covered in ice and snow. 

The snow came fast and in 
amounts that southern New En- 
gland has never seen before in 
such a short amount of time. 


students are walking i in one area 
because there in nowhere else to 


go.” 

In Lawrence, after the first 
storm, half of the parking lot 
had vanished under giant piles of 
snow. The snow had to be moved 
temporarily to one side of the 
parking lot till they found a place 
to put it. 

Kevin Carvahlo, a criminal 
justice major said, “In Lawrence, 
half the parking lot had snow in 
it. There was no place to park. | 
did notice it was removed before 
the next storm came.” 

There are certain areas on 


—<- 


In Haverhill, we needed to pile snow on the edges of 
the parking lots and in some cases trucked it onto the 
track and soccer field. 


- David Gingerella, CFO of NECC 


SUES 


This is causing public safe- 
ty and school officials problems 
because they have to find ways 
to displace the snow from walk- 
ways, roads and parking lots. 

But with all the work that the 
school is doing there have been 
minor accidents and near misses 
all over both campuses. 

Nicholas Mazzone, a journal- 
ism major, said, “I saw an acci- 
dent right in front at the entrance 
to the Haverhill campus. The car 
was right up next to the Northern 
Essex sign.” 

Students say they are realizing 
how unsafe the campus is right 
now because of the snow and the 
things they are witnessing. 

Mazzone said, “It’s crazy; it’s 
not safe for anyone. It’s bard to 
drive around campus because 
there is so much snow. So many 


campus that do not receive the 
sun as much as other spots do on 
campus, and those areas tend to 
be a bit more slippery, including 
bends in the road. Another spot 
where cars slide is near the speed 
bumps. 

Carvalho said, “It seems to be 
slippery at the speed bumps. You 
put on your brakes even driving 
very slow and still slide. The 
speed bump actually stops you 
from sliding.” 

The most noticeable area 
where students and faculty face 
the most danger is the Spurk 
parking lot. The snow mounds 
reach as high as the tree tops and 
are piled on the corners of the 
parking lots. This parking lot has 
the most students walking to their 
cars. It’s also the parking lot with 
the most blind spots. 


Students are having trou- 
ble seeing as they try to leave 
the parking lots. They are being 
forced to inch their cars out into 
the road till they can safely see 
around the snow banks. 

The parking lot is like a sheet 
of ice on some days because of 
the lack of salt used on the Haver- 
hill campus due to environmental 
issues. 

The mix of the slippery roads, 
high snow piles and students not 
paying attention while driving the 
Spurk Parking lot could a safety 
hazard for everyone. 

Kadee Tapley, a programming 
assistant in Student Engagement 
said, “I almost got hit because 
some students are not paying at- 
tention when driving around.” 

After sending an email to the 
head of Puplic Safety, this re- 
porter received an email back 
from David Gingerella, the Chief 
Financial Officer at NECC to 
explain the safety concerns that 
were brought up about the snow. 

Gingerella said, “With the re- 
cord amount of snow we received 
in a very short period of time, 
the college had no choice but to 
find a place to transfer the snow 
away from interior parking spots. 
In Haverhill, we needed to pile 
snow on the edges of the parking 
lots and in some cases trucked it 
onto the track and soccer field. 
In Lawrence, we had our snow 
removal contractor remove the 
snow to a local snow farm where 
is stays until it melts.” 

For safety concerns while 
driving, Gingerella would like to 
suggest, “That faculty, students 
and staff give themselves extra 
time to get to campus and that 
while on campus they do not go 
more than 5 miles an hour.” 
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The NECC Spurk parking lot in Haverhill is one large icy 
sheet, et peril for drivers. 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Some of the snow banks that have built up in NECC 
parking lots are as tall as the students who attend classes 


President Lane Glenn starts off spring semster with convocation 


By NECC Newsroom 


Correspondent 

Suddenly, it seems, commu- 
nity colleges are grabbing head- 
lines. With that in mind, NECC 
President Lane Glenn welcomed 
dozens of faculty, staff and ad- 
ministrators to the spring 2015 
convocation on January 20. 

He referenced the recent New 
York Times op-ed column written 
by actor and director Tom Hanks, 
who credited Chabot Community 
College for making him who he 
is today. He asked NECC em- 
ployees to think of their own ex- 
periences and a place that helped 
make them who they are today 
and share it with someone at their 
table. 

NECC’s Respiratory Care Co- 
ordinator Jennifer Jackson-Ste- 
vens gave a shout out to Massa- 
soit Community College where 
she enrolled after losing her 
way at UMass Amherst. Hon- 
ors Program Coordinator Gin- 
ger Hurajt says her experiences 
at Youngstown State University 
gave her a strong foundation. 


Bidding colleagues 
farewell 


President Glenn went on to ac- 
knowledge 16 new staff and fac- 
ulty and wished retirees Donna 
Bouchard and Linda Desjardins 
well. 


National Institute 
for Staff and 
Organizational 
Development 
(NISOD) nominees 
named 


Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Bill Heineman noted that 
faculty regularly influence their 
students, but often don’t know 
they had that influence. 

“NISOD is validation for the 
work they do,” he said. 

This year’s NISOD nominees 
are Abby Thomas, ESL; Amy 
Callahan, Communication/ Jour- 
nalism; Deirdre Budzyna, Early 
Childhood Education; Kristen 
Quinn, Accounting; Linda Gi- 
ampa, academic coordinator, Tu- 
toring Center and Bob West, lab 
tech/safety officer. 

Created in 1978, the National 
Institute for Staff and Organiza- 
tional Development (NISOD) is 


a membership organization com- 
mitted to promoting and celebrat- 
ing excellence in teaching, learn- 
ing and leadership at community 
and technical colleges. 


Campus changes are 
coming to Haverhill 
and Lawrence 


President Glenn outlined some 
physical changes planned for the 
Haverhill campus. 

A total of $15 million has been 
appropriated to make updates 
to the Spurk Building including 
safety, accessibility, entrances, 
bathrooms, air conditioning, win- 
dows, boiler, insulation and im- 
provements to Lecture Hall A. 

In anticipation of closing half 
the building in Spring 2016, 
NECC is identifying “swing 
space” to house displaced offic- 
es and classrooms. Some space 
under consideration is at Oppor- 
tunity Works, a workshop for dis- 
abled adults that built a new fa- 
cility next door to NECC and the 
Riverwalk in Lawrence. 

Other changes are coming, 
said Heineman, who said “change 
is constant and more rapid every 


year.” 

NECC is reviewing its recent 
winter intercession class offer- 
ings; developing accelerated flex- 
ible online classes for adults, and 
exploring competency-based ed- 
ucation, which allow institutions 
to get student-aid funding by cre- 
ating programs that directly mea- 
sure learning, not time. 

Heineman also announced that 
Bonnie Williamson will assume 
the role of interim dean of student 
life until the end of June 2015. 

Marcy Yeager, coordinator of 
NECC’s global studies program, 
reported on the Cultural Equity 
Committee’s mission to revamp 
the college’s diversity statement 
into a culture of inclusion state- 
ment. With that in mind, she 
hopes to continue to increase 
the study abroad options; create 
a “These are the People in Our 
Neighborhood” forum; connect 
NECC to the Fulbright Schol- 
ar Program; and open the travel 
abroad short courses to faculty 
and staff. 

The morning closed with a 
panel comprised of Representa- 
tive Linda Dean Campbell, State 
Senator Kathleen O’Connor Ives, 
and former NECC Trustee and 
current Lawrence Mayor Dan 


Rivera who discussed the state 
of higher education in Massachu- 
setts. 

Representative Dean Camp- 
bell said that Massachusetts will 
rely on community colleges to 
help educate the workforce. 

Senator O’Connor Ives said 
she believes community colleges 
will be tasked with helping Mas- 
sachusetts maintain its talent in 
the state by advancing STEM 
programs. 

In addition, she said commu- 
nity colleges will continue to 
connect with downtowns. 

Mayor Rivera says Lawrence 
is a perfect example of what a 
college can do for a downtown. 

Rivera said parents should 
be reminded that they need not 
send their children out of state for 
quality and affordable education. 

Dean Campbell encouraged 
staff, faculty and administration 
to get involved in the state’s bud- 
get process. 

Professor of History and Gov- 
ernment Steve Russell asked 
how staff, faculty, and adminis- 
tration’s voices could be heard. 
She said that “numbers matter.” 
She said legislators take note of 
letters and notes sent to them by 
their constituents. 
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The fundamentals 
of living in the New 
England region 


By CuristinA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 

New England is the smallest 
region in the United States, but 
to many residents, it is by far the 
best. 

New England experiences all 
four seasons, and that can bring 
the most unpredictable weather 
elements It’s known for crazy 
drivers, the varying regional ac- 
cents, and it is home to successful 
sports teams and beautiful scen- 
ery. 


It can be refreshing to be re- 
minded of all the great past times 
and learn more about this beauti- 
ful region. 

For instance, as a resident, 


Most of them can tell if they 
will be late to work by looking at 
the length of the line at Dunkin’ 
Donuts. 

A “coffee regular” means 
three sugars and three creams if 
ordering a medium in New En- 
gland. In other parts of the coun- 
try such as the south, “coffee reg- 
ular,” means just black coffee. 

Tourists will be confused by 
this, but the simple phrase can 
speed up any Dunkin’ line and 
get he or she to work or school 
on time. 

Also, it is completely normal 
to order an ice coffee in February 
during below freezing tempera- 
tures. 

Five of the six states have 
sales taxes that reach up to 7.0% 
(Rhode Island currently with the 
highest state sales tax of 7.0%). 

Residents in those states will 
fill up the gas tank and make that 
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A witty reminder to drivers on I-93 South heading toward 
Boston, Mass. to “Use yah blinkah.” 


child may have gone to Canobie 
Lake Park or Water Country. 

Also in recent news, Burling- 
ton, Vermont, the state’s largest 
city, became the first in the coun- 
try to use 100 percent renewable 
energy for its residents’ electrici- 
ty needs. 

People who grow up in New 
England are fortunate to be able 
to be exposed and experience 
many different aspects of culture 
and life that other parts of the 
United States do not have. 

Yes, the six feet of snow New 
England is currently buried under 
is beginning to make residents 
plan their move to Florida, but 
states such as Arizona or Texas 
very rarely have snow in their 
forecasts. 

It takes a certain type of per- 
son to be a “New Englander,” and 
for any new residents, it is easy 
to learn and catch onto local talk, 
sports, vacation spots and the 
type of people who live here. 

Mornings in New England are 
not always sunny and bright even 
if the sun is out. Especially if 
there isn’t a Dunkin Donuts with- 
in a two minute driving distance. 
Commuters have routines timed 
down to the minute. 


45 minute drive to New Hamp- 
shire to save that extra $5 in sales 
tax. 

Gas prices just reach an all 
time low since 2009, so the trip 
will be worth the drive for peo- 
ple who live a distance from New 
Hampshire. 

If a resident just happens to 
be shopping with a mother, aunt, 
or grandmother there most likely 
will be a stop in the Christmas 
Tree Shop. 

They’ ll brag about the money 
they saved for the rest of the day. 

In Massachusetts, Boston is 
known as “Title Town” for a rea- 
son. Since 2001, Boston’s NFL, 
MLB, NBA, and NHL teams 
have celebrated nine professional 
sporting championships. 

New England sports fans have 
been fortunate enough to experi- 
ence these wins with these teams. 

Dealing with rough patches 
throughout the season, unexpect- 
ed injuries, trades, rumors, and 
drama, the fans stand by their 
team’s side and disregard all neg- 
ativity and display nothing but 
support for their hometown team. 

After years of no World Series 
wins due to the infamous “Curse 
of the Bambino,” (86 years of no 


World Series wins by the Red 
Sox because of the superstition 
behind the Red Sox selling Babe 
Ruth to the New York Yankees) 
the 2004 Red Sox World Series 
win was, and will always be, one 
of the greatest moments in a Red 
Sox fan’s life. 

All eyes were on the New En- 
gland Patriots before the Super 
Bowl because of “deflate gate,” a 
scandal accusing the team of de- 
flating the game balls during the 
AFC Championships. 

Any Patriot fan can agree that 
if they hear the word deflate or 
ball they will automatically think 
of the recent Super Bowl win and 
how the Patriots organization 
outshined the media and their op- 
ponents, the Seattle Seahawks. 

Also, fans enjoyed the trifecta 
of Tom Brady, Bill Belichick, and 
Robert Kraft dominate the NFL 
receiving their fourth Super Bowl 
ring. 

If there is one place a resident 
would want to learn how to drive, 
New England is the place to be. 

If a driver can survive a morn- 
ing commute into Boston, the 
traffic on Route | all the way up 
to the beaches, unplowed roads, 
and being stuck behind an elderly 
couple in their Cadillacs, without 
becoming frustrated, then they 
have the rare quality of patienc 
when it comes to driving. 

The driver in front could be 
reaching speeds of 70mph and 
some driver could be swearing at 
he or she for going too slow. 

The driver in front could slam 
on the brakes to deter the tail- 
gater, then flip him the bird in the 
rear view mirror. 

Some drivers want that feel- 
ing of having a challenge while 
behind the wheel. Some residents 
almost feel disappointed if some- 
one doesn’t flip the bird when 
they cut them off or steal their 
parking space. 

There is always the unexpect- 
ed operator who decides to make 
a U-Turn or as New Englanders 
call it “bang a youie,” followed 
by a possible honk of a horn from 
another driver accompanied by 
an angry face and a shaking fist. 

Road rage is common in New 
England, as well as the speech. 

Automatically if Mass. resi- 
dents speak with someone who is 
from out of state and say they are 
from Massachusetts, they most 
likely 98% of the time will say, 
“Pahk the cah in Havid yahd.” 

Also, they believe that the let- 
ter “r” is not a letter Mass resi- 
dents recognize in the English 
language. The “Boston accent” 
all depends on where residents 
grew up, who is around them, and 
how they learned to talk. 

It is common throughout most 
of New England, but the closer to 
Boston they are, the stronger and 
more distinct the accent is. 

The word “wicked” is widely 
used to show extra emphasis on 
something. The most commonly 
used phrase is “wicked pissah” or 
“wicked awesome.” 

Right now, New Englanders 
are in the middle of the winter. 

For those who do not know 
already, on February 2, Punx- 
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A snowy covered Mount Washington viewed from No 


Conway, New Hampshire. 


sutawney Phil saw his shadow 
which means 6 more weeks of 
winter. 

It is the last statement some 
residents want to hear after the 
recent storms which have brought 
significant amounts of snow, 
causing havoc for schools, com- 
muters, and peoples’ everyday 
schedules. 

A very bare beginning of win- 
ter with what seemed to be no 
snow in sight, may turn out to be 
the snowiest in years. 

Once the fifty degree weather 
seeps into New England, it isn’t a 
surprising sight to see some peo- 
ple in shorts. 

Spring and Summer are al- 
ways fun in New England having 
numerous lakes and beaches. 

A trip can be made from the 
mountains to the ocean in a cou- 
ple of hours, depending on where 
they are. 

The main event comes when 
September and October come 
about and it’s Fall. 

The autumn season attracts 
people from all around the world 
to see the vibrant colors of the 
changing leaves in mainly Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire. 

Whether it is paranoia of not 
seeing a Dunkin Donuts within 


land 


tina Hillner 


an eye shot, or that great tax free 
experience at the Christmas Tree 
Shop in New Hampshire, New 
England is a region of many dif- 
ferent aspects. 

Only in New England would 
residents have to keep a snow 
scraper, a shovel, an umbrella, 
and a pair of flip flops in their 
cars all year round. 

For some people, not seeing 
Ben & Jerry’s in the freezer aisle 
at the supermarket could be the 
worst possible situation. 

“I’m Shipping Up To Boston” 
by the Dropkick Murphys could 
start playing and former Red Sox 
pitcher Jonathan Papelbon danc- 
ing a jig on the pitcher’s mound 
may come to Sox fan’s minds. 

It is the little things about New 
England that make it so beautiful 
such as the Nubble Lighthouse 
(Cape Neddick Light) in York 
Beach, Maine on a July day, or 
the way the The Citgo sign looks 
just as the sun sets and it starts to 
light up. 

For the smallest region in the 
United States, it holds a bigger 
personality and lifestyle for all 
New England residents. 
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Clear skies overlooking Cape Naddick Light, known as the 
Nubble Lighthouse in York Beach, Maine. 


Page 6 * NECC Observer = Feb. 11, 2015 


Arts and Entertainment 


Vagina Monologues spark controversy 


By Kim Wuitinc 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Coming in February, NECC 
students and alumn will be per- 
forming The Vagina Monologues. 

Written by Eve Ensler, this 
show made it’s debut in 1996 in 
the HERE Arts Center in New 
York City. 

The show has since been per- 
formed in more than 150 coun- 
tries and translated into at least 
50 different languages. 

The show is a series of mono- 
logues relating to the female ex- 
perience and the issues related to 
having a vagina. 

Issues explored include: sex, 
birth, menstruation, genital muti- 
lation and rape. 

NECC theater major Geehae 
Moon of Haverhill is performing 
in, as well as directing, the up- 
coming performance. 

Moon wrote in a recent e-mail, 
“*.. the show has a powerful mes- 
sage that should be shared with 
the world.” 

Ensler has won many awards 
and recognition for this work and 
is credited with the creation of 
\-day, a global organization ded- 
icated to ending violence against 
women and girls which has raised 
over $100 million toward this 


NECC ARTS 
COMING SOON 


Tuesday, Feb, 3 
Avenue Q anditions 
Chester W. Hawrytciw 
Theater 

Haverhill Campus 


Staff needed 
Thursday, Feb. § 
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Parnassus meeting 
room C314F 
Haverhill Campus 


Friday, Feb. 13 
Saturday, Feb. 14 

7:30 p.m. 

rhe Vagina Monologues 
Chester W. Hawryleiw 
Pheater 

Haverhill Campus 

$8.00 students 

$10.00 general admission 


Directors wanted 
Monday, March 2 
One Act Submission 
deadline 


Wednesday, April I 
One Act Auditions 


Friday, April 24 
Saturday, April 25 

S: 00 p.m. 

Still Point Dance 
Performance 
Lawrence High School 
Performing Arts Center 
Friday, May 1 
Saturday, May 2 
One Act Performances 


goal. 

While enjoying an undeniable 
success, the show has been criti- 
cized as taking too narrow a view 
of the issues and ignoring cultural 
diversity. 

“The script is what it is, it was 
written for a purpose, a spectacu- 
lar purpose, and it’s up to the di- 
rector, cast, and audience to make 
it inclusive vs. exclusive,” wrote 
Moon. 

Earlier this month, Mt. Holy- 
oke University announced its 


ical or anatomical distinctions, 
and many of us who have partic- 
ipated in the show have grown 
increasingly uncomfortable pre- 
senting material that is inherently 
reductionist and exclusive.” 

The show was abandoned, 
not by the school administration, 
but by the current student theater 
group in favor of new student 
work which was deemed to be 
more sensitive. 

In an open letter to Mt. Holy- 
oke posted on the VDay web- 


It’s about what it means to have a vagina, 


not what it means to be a woman. 
- Eve Ensler 


SS 


decision to cancel its annual pro- 
duction of the play, insinuating 
that the Vagina Monologues is a 
transphobic play and sparking a 
controversial debate. 

Mt. Holyoke released the fol- 
lowing statement regarding this 
decision: “At its core, the show 
offers an extremely narrow per- 
spective on what it means to be 
a woman... Gender is a wide and 
varied experience, one that can- 
not simply be reduced to biolog- 


site, Northeastern University’s 
Director of Women’s, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies, Professor 
of Sociology, and Mt. Holyoke 
alumna, Suzanne Walters, stated 
“Had the students simply made 
a decision to produce other work 
and not gone out of their way to 
indict and attack Eve, one could 
imagine that this ‘controversy’ 
would have never emerged in 
the first place. But the statement 
issued was a full-on indictment 


of the playwright as ‘exclusive,’ 
‘reductive,’ ‘not intersectional,’ 
etc.” 

Ensler herself is quoted by the 
Huffington Post as stating that 
the show is called the “vagina” 
monologues. 

“Tt is about what it means to 
have a vagina, not what it means 
to be a woman,” said Ensler. 

She goes on to say that she un- 
derstands that not all people who 
have vaginas are women, and that 
not all women have vaginas. 

Moon stated that she respects 
Mt. Holyoke’s decision but wrote, 
“The fact that the show doesn’t 
include or represent every type of 
person in the entire world doesn’t 
invalidate its message or impor- 
tance.” 

The cast of the upcoming- 
NECC production is a mixture of 
students, faculty and community 
members. According to Moon, 
they have discussed it at length 
and have no plans to discontinue 
the show. 

Show times and admission in- 
formation appear in the box to the 
left. 

More information can be 
found, and the open letter to Mt. 
Holyoke can be read in it’s entire- 
ty, at vday.org. 


Director: Geehae Moon 
Stage manager.: Ally Catanzaro 
Cast members: 

Abigail Seabrook 
Brooke Lavoie 

Sarah Bird 

Orlik Guzman 

Grace Walker 

Sarah Arg 

Kelly Schwing 

Katie Formosi 

Arianna Crawford 
Katelyn Demers 
Caitlin Kennedy 

Maria Burden 

Susan Sanders 

Faith Gregory 

Tarah MacGregor 
Julianne Tavitian 


Stephanie Wares 


Hannah Heckman-McKenna 


Kennedy Center Theatre Festival 


NECC students 
Participated in 


national competition 
By Kim WuirtiInc 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

In a competition that ran from 
Wednesday, Jan. 28 to Sunday, 
Feb. 1, 10 NECC students, ac- 
companied by theater director 
Jim Murphy, participated in the 
Kennedy Center American Col- 
lege Theatre Festival (KCACTF) 
at Cape Cod Community College 
and nearby venues in Hyannis, 
Mass. 

The KCACTF is a national 
competition that includes 20,000 
students and more than 700 aca- 
demic institutions. 

The work of current NECC 
student Matt Lundergan made it 
to the final round of the directing 
category with his selection from 
Endgame by Samuel Beckett. 

NECC alumna Samantha 
Wheatley made it to the final 
round of the Irene Ryan Acting 
Scholarship auditions with Fitch- 
burg State University. 

“There were several hundred 
auditions just in my category,” 
said NECC theater major Han- 
nah Heckman-McKenna, who 
was nominated for the Irene Ryan 
Acting Scholarship and was at- 
tending the event for the second 
time. 

Weather conditions made it 
difficult to attend all of the var- 
ious workshops and events held, 
but Heckman-McKenna was glad 
for the opportunity to attend an 
event that put her in contact with 
a large group of people who share 
her common passion. 


“lm not always good at 
talking to people. This is a really 
good way to make connections. 
You might even meet someone 
you will work with in the future.” 

The program was started in 
1969 by Roger L. Stevens, who 
is the Kennedy Center’s founding 
chairman. 

According to the Center’s 
website, its goals are “to encour- 
age, recognize and celebrate the 
finest and more diverse work pro- 
duced in the university and col- 
lege theater programs, to provide 
opportunities for participants to 
develop their theater skills and 
insight and achieve profession- 
alism, to improve the quality of 
college and university theater in 
America, and to encourage col- 
leges and universities to give 
distinguished productions of new 
plays, especially those written by 
students, the classics, revitalized 
or newly conceived and experi- 
mental works.” 

NECC student Sarah Bird was 
also nominated for the Irene Ryan 
award. She said that when she 
was nominated in the fall, she 
was still inexperienced and didn’t 
really expect to move on to the 
finals. 

The KCACTEF is a year round 
program with regional festivals 
in January and February of each 
year, which include mentorship in 
the development of new scripts, 
workshops and symposia, as well 
as scholarships and awards in 
playwriting, acting, dramatic crit- 
icism, directing and design. 

Funding and administrative 
support for the events are provid- 
ed by the Kennedy Center. 

Along with these awards, win- 
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From left to right: Matthew Lundergan, Robert Mantegani, 
Amanda Kehoe, Paul Kelly, Kiara Pichardo, Hannah Heck- 
man-McKenna, Jim Murphy, Sarah Bird, Christian Doyle, 


Coty Markee and Jon Gray 


ners of the eight regional compe- 
titions are eligible for participa- 
tion in the National Competition 
in Washington, D.C. from April 
13 to the 18. 

Rehearsals were held through- 
out the month of January, al- 
though students were nominated 
in the fall and according to Heck- 
man-McKenna, most of them 
had their material prepared by 
mid-December. 

Before departing, students 
participating in the competition 
showcased their entries in the 
Charles W. Hawrylciw Theatre 
on Sunday, Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. 

Student Coty Lennon-Markee 
participated in the sound design 
category and Amanda Kehoe par- 
ticipated as a stage manager. 

Matt Lundergan directed 
a selection from Endgame by 


Samuel Beckett, which featured 
Rob Mantegani, Jon Gray and 
Coty-Lennon-Markee for the di- 
recting category. 

Four pairs of NECC students 
were nominated for the Irene 
Ryan Acting Scholarship. They 
are Hannah Heckman-McKenna 
and Jon Gray, Kiara Pichardo and 
Paul Kelly, Sarah Bird and Chris- 
tian Doyle, and Rob Mantegani 
and Matt Lundergan. 

“Seeing some very impres- 
sive work from other schools and 
getting to bond with my theater 
friends was a priceless experi- 
ence that I’ll always treasure. I 
can only hope to have another 
chance to do it again,” Bird said. 

More information can be 
found about this program at ken- 
nedy-center.org/education/kcactf. 
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Beards 


are 
back 


Maintaining a beard 
during the winter 


can be difficult 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Correspondent 

Some men wear them to keep 
their faces warm and others wear 
them for the sake of fashion, 
but regardless of the inspiration, 
NECC students are embracing 
the current beard trend with en- 
thusiasm. 

Many beard-clad students 
maintain their faces at home 
with the right equipment and a 
steady hand. However, if lack of 
confidence or clippers are keep- 
ing from attempting to trim and 
shape your own facial hair, pro- 
fessional help is closer than you 
might think. 

Robert Brito, a skilled barber 
at The Difference Barber Shop, 
is a student at Middlesex Com- 
munity College, and is styling 
hair and beards to pay his tui- 
tion. “You don’t need an appoint- 
ment to have your hair or beard 
trimmed,” said Brito. “You can 
just stop by in between classes.” 

The Difference, located on 
Broadway in Lawrence, is one of 
many barber shops within walk- 
ing distance of NECC’s Law- 
rence Campus. 

College years are a great time 
for finding yourself and your per- 
sonal style. Experimenting with 
different facial hair styles can 
be a fun and inexpensive way 
to switch things up from time to 
time. 

“That’s the fun part about 
beards,” says Megan Salois, a 
full time barber from Manches- 
ter, N.H. “My clients are always 
changing from a full beard to a 
chin-strap style and sometimes a 
really long goatee dipped in blue 
hair color.” 

Traeger Domoretsky, a broad- 
cast journalism major at NECC, 
is sporting a full beard this se- 
mester and plans to keep it for a 
while. “I love having it because it 
keeps my face warm and makes 
me look more mature,” says Do- 
moretsky. “Every time I shave 
it off, people tell me not to ever 
shave it again.” 

Kelley Schwing, Do- 
moretsky’s girlfriend, is also a 
student at NECC and is support- 
ive of facial hair fashion. “I love 
it,” said Schwing, “but I wish he 
would trim down the sides a bit.” 


We want to hear from 
our readers! Call or 
write at 978-556-3633 or 
observer@necc.mass.edu. 


You can also comment 
online at 
observer.necc.mass.edu 


An NECC professor 
is looking to start a 
volunteering group 
to the Dominican 
Republic 


During a recent trip to the 
Dominican Republic, Professor 
Lisette Espinoza met and learned 
about several nonprofit organi- 
zations on both coasts who need 
volunteers. 

She’s trying to build a program 
for NECC students to participate. 

Most organizations are look- 
ing for bilingual volunteers (En- 
glish, Spanish) and there are a 
wide variety of projects and ser- 
vices that could use support. 

Projects include: 

Education -- Children of Ha- 
tian descent sometimes struggle 
to get access to public education 
in the DR, and organizations 
working to help them need sup- 
port. 

There is also a general need 
throughout the island to educate 
people about recycling. 

Health -- Hospitals and clinics, 
where often patiens only speak 
Spanish and doctors only speak 
English, need the assistance of 
translators. 

Infrastructure -- Many projects 
need help building and maintain- 
ing their infrastructure, especially 
in computer science and informa- 
tion technology. 

History -- There is an ongoing 
effort to build a record of the oral 
history of the Dominican Repub- 
lic under the Trujillo regime. 

Prof. Espinoza would also be 
interested in setting up an oral 
history project locally for Amer- 
ican immigrants who lived in the 
DR under Trujillo. 


Look online for updates at 
observer.necc.mass.edu 


For more information or participate, 
contact Prof. Lisette Espinoza at 


LEARN, TRAVEL 
AND HELP OUT 


The people of the Dominican Republic 
are looking for student volunteers 


e Translate for 
hospital & clinic 
patients 


¢e Help design 
infrastructure 


e Help educate 
children 


e Record and 
preserve DR’s 
oral history 


978-556-3358 
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NECC’S CIVIC DUTY 
Police training at NECC Is a great 


opportunity for students & the state 


Massachusetts is 
struggling to train 
enough police 
officers, but NECC 
is going to help 


By Resecca WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 

For aspiring criminal justice 
majors at NECC, a very excit- 
ing opportunity is coming to the 
Haverhill campus: a Police Re- 
cruit Officer Training Academy 
program is being offered in early 
February. 

The program is 25 weeks long, 
takes up to 50 recruits and coy- 
ers 870 hours of training, which 
includes classroom time covering 
topics such as crime prevention, 
patrol response procedures, con- 
stitutional law, accident investi- 
gation, investigative techniques, 


a 


The mere presence of 

a well-trained or para- 
professional group, armed 

or not, can impact the 

behavioral dynamic of 


large and small groups. 
- Justin Merced, 
president of the NECC 
VSO 
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and information technology. 

The classroom portion also 
teaches recruits how to respond 
to the special circumstances, 
such as domestic violence cases, 
elder abuse, sudden infant death 
syndrome, suicide prevention, 
and assisting people with special 
needs. 

“There is a very strong need 
for more police training in Mas- 
sachusetts right now. Many mu- 
nicipal police departments have 
to wait months after hiring a new 
police officer for that new officer 
to get necessary training, because 
there are not enough academies 
in the state. Additionally, more 
current police officers are retir- 
ing, and cities and towns across 
the Commonwealth are doing 
more hiring right now. The need 
for this training has never been 


greater,” said NECC President 
Lane Glenn. 
“For now, we have just 


launched the non-credit police 
academy training program on 
NECC’s Haverhill campus, and 
nearly 50 cadets will be complet- 
ing the training over the next few 
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months. At the same time, we 
will be working with the Massa- 
chusetts Municipal Police Train- 
ing Committee, the state agency 
that is responsible for municipal 
police training, to articulate cred- 
it for the academy into current 
and future NECC certificates and 
degrees,” Glenn said. 

“The hope is that we will help 
provide greater opportunities for 
law enforcement professionals in 
the state to receive a high quality 
education, and that we will help 
municipal and state police train- 
ing departments improve the lev- 
el of education and training of all 
law enforcement professionals.” 

So what sparked the fire to 
bring the training program to 
NECC? Local police chiefs 
of different towns approached 
NECC for a solution to the delay 
in training academies across the 
state. 

“We believe the Recruit Of- 
ficer training academy fits well 
with [NECC’s mission],” said 
George Moriarty, the executive 
director of workforce develop- 
ment at NECC. 

“As an educational institution, 
we can help ensure that the police 
officers on the streets have a com- 
prehensive, high quality training 
experience,” Moriarty said. 

“We can also help those offi- 
cers to continue to pursue their 
education by enrolling in credit 
courses, certificate programs, and 
work toward an associate degree. 
We all benefit when the public 
safety.” 

Criminal justice students are 


Criminal Justice 
majors at NECC will 
have expanded 
opportunities with 
on-campus training 


excited for the training to be on 
campus, because it streamlines 
their path toward holding an ac- 
tual job. 

“To me, it’s more than just 
having the degree,” said Brandon 
Tibak, a criminal justice major. 

“My father has been with 
the Essex County Sheriffs De- 
partment for 32 years. He is the 
one that inspired me to become 
a police officer. I see him work 
and have our family be stable 
with money. We are able to go 
on vacations, drive nice cars and 
not struggle in any way. I want 
that for myself and for my future 
family as well. | know there will 
always be a need for the police, 
and knowing I am being a part 
of a rescue or stopping an armed 
robber or anything along those 


lines, to me that’s what makes it 
all worth it.” 

Like many other students, the 
prospect of being able to take the 
course on campus makes it all the 
more appealing. 

“The Police Academy Train- 
ing program would influence my 
career path a lot,” Tibak said, 
“primarily because I would get 
the hands on training rather than 
just the classroom portion of my 
education. If I had the opportuni- 
ty to take part in the training pro- 
gram I would do it. It will get me 
ready for what I would have to do 
in a police department.” 

Kevin De Carvalho, the crimi- 
nal justice senator for the student 
senate, is optimistic as well about 
the program coming to NECC. 

“T think it’s a great program, 
I think it’s a wonderful thing we 
definitely need a regional police 
academy in the area and this is 
definitely the place to do it. The 
atmosphere here is excellent, the 
students here are great people, 
and | think having an academy 
here just fits the atmosphere,” 
said De Carvalho. 

De Carvahlo wants to begin 
his criminal justice career as a 
police officer, so the program is 
truly a perfect fit for his case. 

“It’s such a competitive field 
that I can’t just aim to become a 
Haverhill police officer, but I’ll 
be applying after I get my bach- 
elor’s degree, but if I get accept- 
ed to Methuen or Haverhill more 
than likely I'll sign up for the pro- 


gram,” said De Carvalho. 

The hands on training por- 
tion of the course is taking place 
off campus, but because there 
are multiple police departments 
which are part of the program, 
finding a location for students 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Newsroom 
Police Chiefs (left to right) Paul Gallagher, North Andover, James Fitzpatrick, Lawrence, 


Joe Solomon, Methuen, Alan DiNaro, Haverhill, Kevin Ouellet, Amesbury, and George 
Moriarty, NECC executive director of workforce development and corporate relations. 


will be 50-plus recruits plus in- 
structors on campus at any given 
time. 

“The mere presence of a 
well-trained or para-professional 
group, armed or not, can impact 
the behavioral dynamic of large 


SS a eT 


To me, it’s more than just having a degree. My 
father has been with the Essex County Sheriff's 
Department for 32 years. He is the one who 


inspired me to become a police officer. 
- Brandon Tibak, criminal justice major 


a 


should not be a struggle. 

The criminal justice program 
is very popular at NECC, and 
the implementing of the police 
academy training course will not 
only ramp up enrollment in the 
criminal justice major, but it will 
enhance the opportunities pre- 
sented. 

“Most of the students just re- 
ally like the program here, the 
faculty are all amazing and very 
supportive, I know there’s a lot 
of police officers that actually 
came from this school to get their 
degree,” said De Carvalho. 

Another component the pro- 
gram will add is an overall higher 
sense of security on campus for 
students. 

Because the program is hoping 
to be offered twice a year, there 


and small groups. Historically, 
there have been no safety issues 
on and around NECC’s Lawrence 
and Haverhill campuses in recent 
years; but if one feels unsafe for 
whatever reason, the police acad- 
emy will certainly serve as a buf- 
fer between personal well-being 
and fear,” said Justin Merced, 
President of the Veterans and 
Servicespersons Organization 
(VSO). 

For more information regard- 
ing the Police Academy Training 
Program at NECC on the Haver- 
hill campus, contact George 
Moriarty, NECC’s Executive 
Director of Workforce Develop- 
ment. You can read more about 
the MPTC at mass.gov/eopss/ 
law-enforce-and-cj/law-enforce/ 
mptc 


The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 
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NECC can be a stepping stone for students - 


NECC is a good 
orientation to what 
college life can be 


By Erica CRoTEAU 


Correspondent 

While NECC exists as a step- 
ping-stone toward a career path, 
students continue to take advan- 
tage of establishing themselves 
before heading off to a four-year 
institution. 

NECC offers over 70 Associ- 
ate’s degrees and certificates cat- 
egorized within 15 areas of study. 

The variety of options allows 
for students to experience classes 
they’re interested in while com- 


pleting their program require- 
ments. 

Emma McElroy, recently ac- 
cepted as a Liberal Arts major, 
sees community college as “a 
time to figure out your interests 
and goals rather than spending 
time and money studying some- 
thing that you felt rushed to get 
into.” 

Whether students are heading 
in directly after high school, are 
starting over after an extended 
break or are figuring out what 
field they wish to pursue, NECC 
plays a part in obtaining the need- 
ed skills and practice before head- 
ing off to a four-year university. 

Jessica Keane, NECC transfer 


to North Shore, has decided to 
stay within the community col- 
lege family. 

Keane says, “I started out a 
four-year university and ended 
up transferring to Northern Es- 
sex with the need to come more 
financially stable.” 

While students like McElroy 
and Keane are finding stability 
in pursuing their interests and 
becoming financially dependent 
at Northern Essex, students like 
NECC graduate Esther Nieves 
continue to establish themselves 
after heading off to a four-year 
university. 

Now attending Suffolk Uni- 
versity, Esther Nieves saw NECC 


has “her home” while the staff, 
student athletes, athletic direc- 
tors, deans and professors made 
up her family. 

Academically, Nieves saw 
community college has an advan- 
tage that provided proper prepa- 
ration and got her ready to make 
the transfer. 

However, Nieves did share 
that she “felt like a stranger in a 
foreign country”. 

On the NECC campus, stu- 
dents have expressed and will 
continue to express how they feel 
community college will prepare 
them before committing fully to 
a four-year school. 

While NECC continues to 


prepare students on an academ- 
ic, mental and emotional level, 
the transition from the comforts 
of familiarity to the larger scale 
unknown will remain to be one 
that takes time and adjustment — 
but NECC students like Esther 
Nieves will be ready for when the 
time does come. 

For more information of 
transferring, visit the Behrakis 
One Stop Center on the Haverhill 
campus or the Career Planning & 
Advising Center on the Lawrence 
Campus. 

Esther Nieves is a former 
sports editor of the NECC Ob- 
server. 


Bentley library stocks award-winning 
_films:for students to rent for leisure 


The Haverhill 
campus library 


offers week rentals 
By Duane SHERMAN 
Correspondent 

There’s gold in that thar li- 
brary. Oscar gold, that is. 

Many previous Oscar win- 
ners for ‘Best Picture of the Year’ 
are available at the Bentley Li- 
brary on the Haverhill campus of 
NEC@E: 

The best part is, students can 
rent any or all of them, or any 
DVD that is in their vast library, 
for free. 

The rentals are completely 


Bachelor’s program | Speakers’ series 


Students who have earned an_ |The next installment of the 
Associate ’ can now move 


forward at NECC 


By MOLLy FirzGERALD 
Correspondent . 


A lot of students come to NECC for a year 
or get their Associate’s degree then transfer to 
a four year school. But for some people, that’s 
not always an option. Luckily for those students, 
NECC offers students who have completed their 
Associate’s degree an opportunity to get their 
Bachelor’s degree at NECC or online. 

NECC has a Bachelor’s Degree Partnership 
Program which gives students an opportunity to 
obtain their Bachelor’s in several different ma- 
jors including business, criminal justice, educa- 
tion, healthcare, human services, liberal arts and 


psychology. 


Partnerships between NECC and state and 
some private colleges help students obtain their 


Bachelor’s. 


Westfield State University and Saint Josephs 
college of Maine are some’of the colleges in this 


program. 


For students looking to take the classes 
through Saint Josephs College of Maine, sub- 
mit an application and an official NECC tran- 
script through NECC to Saint Josephs College of 


_ Maine. 


Each program is flexible with student sched- 
ules. They even offer night classes to those who 
work full time and don’t have the time to take 


classes during the day. 


For more information or questions you can 
contact Grace Young at gyoung@necc.mass.edu 


or at (978) 556-3449 


gratis to any current NECC stu- 
dent. The DVD can be kept for 
one week. Like most movie rent- 
al agreements, there is a late fee 
if the movie is not back on time. 

“We get most of the titles di- 
rectly from Amazon, others are 
donated,” said Ann Grandmaison, 
Electronic Services Librarian at 
the Bentley Library. 

“We offer 1,491 titles current- 
ly at the Haverhill campus,” said 
Grandmaison, herself a film afi- 
cionado. 

With the Academy Awards 
coming right up on Sunday, Feb. 
22, it’s almost time to pop the 
corn and take a seat. According 
to entertainmentweekly.com, 


ampus. 


014-2015 Speakers’ series 


as been announced 
y RicHarp Papoya 
lobal Studies Department 

The next event installment of the 2014-2015 
ECC Speakers’ Series will be held on Wednes- | 
ay, Feb. 25 at 11 a.m. in Lecture Hall A in the } 
lobby of the Spurk (C) building on Haverhill 


The program will feature a presentation by 
harlie Baker, a Democratic campaign opera- | 
ive and founding partner of the Dewey Square | 
roup, a public affairs firm in Boston. 

The program will also feature David Fors- 
erg, Chairman of Republican Governor Char- 
lie Baker’s campaign for the Statehouse last 
ear with extensive experience in state and | — 
overnmental affairs and Dean of the School of | 
usiness at Anna Maria College in Paxton. 

The two presenters will discuss their experi- 
nces working to elect candidates for state and 
ederal office, examine today’s current state of | 
ffairs and answer questions from the audience. 

Students are encouraged to attend, and pro- | 
fessors with 11 a.m. classes are encouraged to 
ring their classes for an interesting. lively and 
stimulating presentation and discussion. 

For more information, contact Rich Padova 
in the Global Studies Department at rpadova@ 
ece.mass.edu or (978) 556-3297 


2014’s telecast hosted by Ellen 
DeGeneres was the most watched 
Oscar broadcast in the past de- 
cade. 

This year’s show is to be host- 
ed by Neil Patrick Harris, who 
has previously hosted the Tony 
awards. 

Some NECC students are root- 
ing for their favorites to win this 
year. Michael Carraher, a junior 
from Lawrence, hopes that the 
best picture goes to “Grand Bu- 
dapest Hotel”. 

“T like the direction of 
Wes Anderson, and it’s 
the only nominated film 
that I have seen,” said 
Carraher. 


Carraher hopes that Michael 
Keaton takes Best Actor for his 
role in “Birdman Or (The Unex- 
pected Virtue Of Ignorance),” and 
that Marion Cotillard walks away 
with Oscar gold for Best Actress 
for her work in “Two Days, One 
Night.” 

Samantha Poirier, a sopho- 
more from Haverhill is going 
with “The Theory Of Everything” 
as winner for Best Picture. 

“Tt all tells the accurate. story 
of Stephen Hawking, and Eddie 


Redmayne is just awesome in his 
portrayal. He should win Best 
Actor as well,” said Poirier. She 
thinks Rosamund Pike may take 
the statue for Best Actress for 
“Gone Girl.” 

“American Sniper” is topping 
the list for sophomore Andrew 
Breen of Plaistow, N.H. 

“T thought that it was a great 
movie,” said Breen. 


Northern Essex 
@ Community College 


bursar@necc.mass.edu 
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Sports Editor 


new coach for 2015 


William Roche has taken 
over as the new head coach 
for the Knights’ outdoor track 
and field team. Roche was 
previously the assistant track 
coach under former head 
coach Richard Brown. Brown 
decided to step down from 
the position prior to the 2015 
season. 


March Madness is 
slowly approaching 


This isn’t necessarily the 
March Madness you’re think- 
ing of. March is the month 
when the spring sports get 
underway at NECC, and 
there’s a lot to be excited 


about in 2015. 

The baseball team _ is 
coming off their third 
consecutive trip to the 


NJCAA World Series and 
they have an itch to get back 
there this year. The defending 
Region XXI Champions 
begin their 2015 campaign on 
Sunday, March I SagainstItasca 
Community College of Grand 
Rapids, Minn. 

Softball is ready to begin 
their second season here at 
NECC, and there is plenty to 
build on from last year. With 
plenty of returning starters 
and some fresh talent com- 
ing in, the Knights will be 
pushing to get to the next step 
in 2015. Their first game is on 
Saturday, March 28 against 
NHTI. 

Track and field will also 
begin their season on March 
28 when they travel to Tufts 
University for the Tufts 
University Snowflake Classic. 


Knights steal a close 


one at home against 


Roxbury CC 76-74 


NECC came away with a 
two-point win at home Thurs- 
day night against Roxbury 
Community College. The 
Knights had some trouble 
on defense in this one, espe- 
cially at the three-point line. 
Roxbury shot over 57 percent 
from three and over 43 percent 
from the field overall. They 
also pulled down 44 rebounds, 
which isn’t too surprising con- 
sidering the Knights’ rebound- 
ing troubles. Devon Nance 
was the leading scorer for 
Roxbury with 24 points. The 
Knights’ next game is Jan. 22 
at Quinsigamond CC. 


The gym is open 
Monday through 


Friday to students 
Students with a valid NECC 
ID can use the facilities for 
free. The facilities are open 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Fridays. 
Equipment open for use in- 
cludes free weights, treadmills 
and rowers, among others. 


ights are 
entering their first 
full season as a 


varsity team 
By Mike ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

The NECC softball team is 
looking forward to big things in 
2015. The Knights will be start- 
ing their first year of varsity 
competition after starting out as a 
club team last year, their first year 
of existence. 

Head coach Robert Gillespie is 
also looking forward to big things 
from his team. 

“My expectation this year 
is that we will compete. Good 
pitching is going to keep us in 
games this year.” 

Gillespie acknowledges that 
the move to varsity is a big one 


Sports 


2015 NECC softball preview 


Track and field has a |\ rye Kyj 


It’s not about the individual players, it’s 
about the team. 
- Robert Gillespie, Head Coach 
NECC Softball 


_ 


for the program. 

“It is a huge step forward for 
the program,” he said. “Wom- 
en’s sports have had some trouble 
producing in recent history, and 


we are looking to change that 
trend.” 

This is in reference to the 
current status of women’s sports 
at NECC. This past fall, NECC 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
The Knights will rely on some new pitchers this season to hopefully keep them in close 
games. 


saw both the women’s basket- 
ball and volleyball teams decide 
to not compete due to lack of 
interest. 

The basketball team also had 
trouble filling their roster last 
season. The only team that has 
flourished in terms of interest has 
been softball. 

Which brings NECC to the 
upcoming season. The Knights 
certainly had their share of 
troubles, which is to be expected 
of a team with club status. There 
was no solid pitching to speak 


of, and the hitting as a whole just 
wasn’t good enough to keep them 
in games. 

To put it in perspective, the 
Knights’ team ERA (earned 
run average) last season was 
16.48 and their BAA (batting 
average against) was .568. To 
the non-baseball fan, this means 
that the Knights pitchers gave up 
a hit to almost 60 percent of the 
batters they faced and they gave 
up 16 and a half runs per game. In 
comparison, their team batting 

Continued on page 11 


Knights’ hot shooting helps them 
to 4-1 record over last five games 


Gonzalez, 
Jameson and 
Mukiibi key players 


in win streak 
By Mike ALONG! 
Sports Editor 

The Knights seem to have 
rebounded nicely from some 
early season struggles, going 4-2 
over the second half of January 
to bring their record back to a 
respectable 10-13. 

NECC’s run is due to some 
great shooting over the five game 
stretch, as well as an improve- 
ment in rebounding. 

NECC started off their run 
with a close 76-74 win at home 
over Roxbury Community 
College on Jan. 15. 

They came back two days 
later and blew out the 
University of Connecticut at 
Avery Point, 81-59. 

The next three games were 
all close ones, with wins over 
Gateway Community College, 
and Quinsigamond Community 


College coming by a total of four- 


points and the loss to Springfield 
Tech coming by just six points. 

Finally, NECC ran into a 
buzzsaw in Massasoit Commu- 
nity College and got blown out, 
72-46. 

The Knights’ first win over 
Roxbury was a true team win, 


; Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
The Knights have gotten some great shooting from players 


like Matthew Jameson (10). 
with three players scoring in 
double figures and two more right 
behind with nine points each. 

Matthew Jameson led NECC 
with 15 points and Edwin 
Gonzalez dropped 14. 

Daniel Rivera had a 
solid game with 10 points and 
seven rebounds, while Elijah 
Mukiibi finished with five 
points and a very impressive 17 
‘rebounds. Bryan Morales and 
Andres Hernandez each scored 
nine points. 

The Knights shot 41.5 
percent from the field against 


Roxbury, including 46.7 percent 
from three-point range. 

It was Gonzalez’s turn to lead 
the way in the blowout win over 
UCAP. He scored 21 points and 
added three rebounds, four assists 
and four steals as well. 

Jameson put up a line of 
14 points, five rebounds, three 
assists and three steals. 

Hernandez and Chris Corey 
both got the start in this one, and 
they scored 12 points and seven 
points, respectively. 

NECC kept up the great 
shooting in this one with 46 


percent from the field and 44 
percent from three. 

The Knights also got a rare 
win in the rebounding category, 
out-rebounding UCAP 35-23. 

Gonzalez and Jameson 
continued to put together great 
games when they traveled to 
Gateway and pulled out a close 
one-point win. 

Gonzalez scored 22 points in 
the win and snagged six steals. 
Jameson scored 17 with six 
rebounds. Elijah Mukiibi went 
nuts on the boards again, pulling 
down 20 rebounds. 

Due to Mukiibi’s great 
effort, the Knights won the 
rebounding battle again in this 
one. They also continued theirnice 
shooting streak, going over 46 
percent from the field. 

Gonzalez led NECC in scoring 
for the third straight game against 
Quinsigamond with 19 points. 
Mukiibi had a huge day on the 
glass-again and pulled down 20 
rebounds for the second straight 
game. 

It is safe to say that the Knights 
were lucky to escape with the win 
in this one considering their poor 
shooting percentage. NECC went 
just 32.3 percent from the field 
and a dismal 11 percent from 
three-point range. | 

Thankfully, they also pulled 
down 55 rebounds as a team and 
they were able to limit the 

Continued on page 11 
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Gillespie confident in his new team - 


Knights welcome 
back 4 starters from 


last year’s team 
Continued from page 10 
average was just .238 and they 
averaged just two runs per 
game. There is clearly no way a 
team can win with that kind of 
differential between offense and 


defense. 

There are several players 
returning to the starting lineup for 
the Knights this season. 


Ali Cashman hit .222 last 
season and played second base 
and outfield. 

Casey Birch was the team’s 
catcher and shortstop and she hit 
.250 last year. 

Alex McArthur also hit .250 
last season and played first base 
and third base. 

Andrea Mezquita rounds out 
the list of returning starters. She 
played first base and outfield and 
hit .278 last year with 2 RBI (runs 
batted in). 

There are also plenty of new 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 


faces on the team this year, 
including some help’ with 
pitching. 

Nodine Webster is a freshman 
from Wells, Maine who Gilles- 
pie says is a great pitcher who 


This is NECC’s first year as a varsity program. 


will keep them in games and 
hopefully anchor the rotation this 
year. 

Other new players include 
Tara Reilly, Kelsey Trudel, 
Maddy Crateau and Toni 


Kni ghts basketball 


NECC US got some 
great help from their 
bench players during 


this streak 


Continued from page 10 
opposition’s ability to try for 
second-chance opportunities. 
The lone loss in this stretch for 
NECC came when they both shot 
poorly from the field and lost the 


‘rebounding battle. The Knights 


shot just 25 percent from the field 
and 34 percent from three. They 
were outrebounded 38-31. 
Gonzalez and Jameson each 
scored 13 points in the loss. 
Mukiibi kept his rebounding 
game strong with 14 in this one. 


' Kevin Brito came off the bench 


to score six points and three 
rebounds. 

The Knights 
in their next game, and it 
certainly couldn’t have 
been helped by the fact that 
Massasoit is a great team. 

NECC’s tired 
crumbled against 


struggled 


defense 
them, and 


_ Massasoit was able to shoot 54 


percent from the field and 60 
percent from three. 

Gonzalez finished with 16 
points, three rebounds and three 
steals. Mukiibi had nine points 


KNIGHTS’ MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Leading Scorers (as of Feb. 6) 


Name 
Parker Rogers 
Edwin Gonzalez 
Matthew Jameson 
Elijah Mukiibi 
Jonathan Paulino 


Bryan Morales 


Points per game 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Chris Corey has done a nice job coming off the bench, 


averaging five points and three rebounds per game. 


and six rebounds. 

NECC has just four games 
remaining this year. Obviously 
the Knights would love to win 
out and finish the season with a 
winning record. 

There is an uneven amount 
of games on the schedule this 
year, so anything less than an 
undefeated record the rest of the 
way will result in a losing record 
for the year. 


Name 
16.9 
13.4 
13.4 
8.3 
7.4 
6.1 


Elijah Mukiibi 
Jonathan Paulino 


Parker Rogers 


Chris Corey 
Andres Hernandez 


Edwin Gonzalez 


Luckily for NECC, they have 
three of those four games at 
home. Three of those four games 
are also divisional matchups, and 
all four are conference games. 

It is certainly going to be 
a tough home stretch for the 
Knights, and they need to keep 
up their shooting and rebounding 
for the next three weeks to come 
out victorious. 


KNIGHTS’ MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Leading Rebounders (as of Feb. 6) 


Rebounds per game 
11.2 
o2 
7.8 
3.0 
3.0 
Ze, 


Good pitching is going to keep us in 
games this year. 
- Robert Gillespie, Head Coach 
NECC Softball 


Moriano. 

Gillespie is focused on 
building the program up this 
year. He plans on taking another 
leap forward, and he will use the 
baseball program as a model for 
success. 

“All I have to do is look at the 
field adjacent to ours and use that 
program as a model for ours,” he 
said. 

The Knights’ baseball team is 
coming off their third consecutive 
trip to the NJCAA World Series. 

Regardless of how far they 
make it this year, Gillespie is 
trying to build a team atmosphere 
at NECC. 

“It’s not about individual 
players, it’s about the team,” he 
said. “From the coaching staff to 


the players, we’re all in.” 


This paper is your voice, 
too! ae 
We want to see what you — 
have to say. 
eee O00 
Youcan 
reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc. 
mass.edu — 


Spring sports _ 


It’s never too late 
to get involved with 
any spring sport on 


campus 
By Mike ALonGI 
Sports Editor 

Anyone who is interested in 
participating in a sport for the 
Spring 2015 semester must sub- 
mit a recruiting form, a physical 
and an immunization form before 
becoming eligible to compete. 

These forms, along with 
others such as the NJCAA el- 
igibility form and the Code 
of Conduct can be found on 
NECC’s athletic website, 
athletics.nece.mass.edu under the 
header “Become a Knight.” 

Players who are interested in 
playing softball are encouraged to 
contact head coach Robert Gilles- 
pie at rgillespie@necc.mass.edu 
or at (978)-556-3828. Gillespie is 
always looking for new players to 
add to the team. 

If track is more your 
style, you can contact head 
coach William Roche at 
wroche@necc.mass.edu or at 
(978)-556-3826. This is Roche’s 
first season as head coach. 


He was formerly _ the 
assistant track coach under 
Richard Brown. 

Those interested in trying 


out for the baseball team can 
contact head coach Jeff Mejia at 
jmejia@necc.mass.edu or at 
(978)-556-3827. 

The Knights baseball team 
is coming off another great 
season that ended witha loss in the 
NJCAA World Series in Tyler, 
Texas. 

They will undoubtedly be 
striving for another run to the 
World Series this year. 

As always, if interscholastic 
sports aren’t suited for you, there 


are always opportunities to play 
intramural sports right on the 
Haverhill campus. 

The schedule is always post- 
ed at necc.mass.edu under the 
header “Student Life.” 

It can also be found on the 
bulletin board in the lobby of the 
Sport and Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus. 

Some sports offered for intra- 
murals are flag football, soccer, 
volleyball and ultimate frisbee. 
among others. 

There are plenty of great ac- 
tivities to enjoy over the spring 
semester. 

There’s a ski/snowboard trip 
to Gunstock Mountain, there is 
Winterfest on both the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses and the 
free pool is back. 

For intramurals, there will be 
soccer, dodgeball, floor hockey 
and volleyball. 

And don’t forget the 8-ball 
pool, foosball and ping pong 
tournaments scheduled through- 
out the semester. 

Once April comes, flag foot- 
ball and wiffle ball will also be 
offered. 

Spring Jam will also invade 
both the Lawrence and Haverhill 
campuses in April. 

There is also a gaming area in 
the lobby of the Sport and Fitness 
Center, complete with ping pong 
tables and pool tables for a small 
fee. 

There are a few days each 
semester when use of the pool 
tables is free. 

There is also a snack bar in the 
main lobby. 

Students who would like to 
use a locker can visit the main 
office at the Sport and Fitness 
Center (D106) and request one. 

There will be no use of the 
facilities over spring break ex- 
cept for a volunteering event on 
Thursday, March 19. 
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Track and Field 


Continued from front 


Sue MacAvoy, the Athletic 
director for NECC, is excited for 
this up and coming year. 

She is excited to see the track 
and field program back up and 
running. She is currently looking 
for a head coach to fill the posi- 
tion. 

MacAvoy said, “Even though 
we do not have a head coach right 
now, we do have a great assistant 
coach.” That coach is William 
Roache. “He has competed in D1 
track and field.” 

Roche is not ready to fill the 
head coach’s role just yet, but he 
is a great addition to the team. 
He’s native to the Merrimack 
area. 

He attended Pawtucket Re- 
gional High school and was a two 
time all-scholastic athlete, which 
helped him earn a scholarship to 
compete on the track and field 
team at Rutgers University. 

If interested in joining and 
being part of the track and field 
program, contact MacAvoy at 
978-556-3820 or email her at 
smacavoy(@necc.mass.edu. 

MacAvoy will be having a 
meeting soon with students re- 
garding the up and coming sea- 
son. The date is to be announced 
at a later time. 


By MartHa MELENDEZ 
Correspondent 

Breakfast is the meal that 
wakes up your body and gets you 
going in the morning, giving you 
the energy to push through the 
day. 

Yet many people choose to 
skip breakfast because they’d 
rather spend those few extra min- 
utes catching a little more sleep, 
leaving them little-to-no time to 
eat food. 

“Last spring I had early class- 
es,” said theater student Benny 
Garcia, “and always skipped 
breakfast because I was rushing. 


But this [semester] I gave myself 


a balanced schedule, and [I] eat 
before going to class. I can feel 
the difference in my attitude, be- 
cause | feel more energized.” 
Garcia said he feels friendlier 
and has a better attitude towards 


age 


‘Vagina Monologues’ enter tech week 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


The cast of the Vagina Monologues is gearing up for their show next week on Feb. 13 and 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chester 
W. Hawrylciw theater on Haverhill campus. Cast members will be working through transitions and brushing up on lines 
to put on the classic feminist piece. 


Opinion: Breakfast 
is important 


his work when he’s eaten break- 
fast. 

Breakfast can also help you 
stay in shape. Eating in the morn- 
ing kickstarts your metabolism, 
and prepares your body to pro- 
cess food for the rest of the day. 

Not everybody feels enthusi- 
astic about breakfast, though. “I 
don’t really like to eat breakfast,” 
said Erika Tejeda, a theater stu- 
dent. “I’m so used to skipping it 
that when I do eat breakfast, it 
bothers my stomach.” 

Your body might respond 
poorly to breakfast if you’re in 
the habit of skipping it. Breaking 
that habit might take a little time, 
but it’s worth the time to get your 
body in the habit of being fed, and 
of using food as fuel from sunrise 
on. Love your body and eat the 
most important meal of the day. 


Photo i Rob Hewey 
‘The Vagina Monologues’ are a collection of monologues and short pieces that tackle 
topics such as sexuality, childbirth and feminism. 
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Transfer Now! 
TRANSFER INFORMATION SESSION DATES 
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To register go to Shore edu/visit or foo edu. 
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